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Personalised property visits mean tailored grazing solutions
When Sue and David Walmsley purchased Walm-ley in 2009, the 214 hectare
Droughtmaster cattle stud was in poor condition. The soil was compacted and eroding,
and its pastures were degraded. Walm-ley is just 6 km south of Injune and bordered by
Injune Creek. It was clear its land condition had to improve so the Walmsleys grazing
business would be sustainable, and their valuable soil would not be washed away and
onto the Great Barrier Reef.
“We have been working with Fitzroy Basin Association
Inc. (FBA) and the sub-regional group Dawson Catchment
Coordinating Association (DCCA) since 2010 and initially
developed a Voluntary Land Management Agreement to
improve the very poor areas,” said Sue.
The Walmsleys went on to develop a five-year project,
which concluded in September 2015. “Using the skills
and knowledge we have learnt over the years, we are
implementing practices to continually improve our land,” she
said.
Aiming for accreditation
Over the past five years, Sue and David have attended many
training sessions and workshops and they completed the
voluntary, industry-led Grazing Best Management Practices
(Grazing BMP) program in October 2014. The Walmsleys are
currently preparing for the third and final stage of Grazing
BMP: an independent property audit so they can achieve
Grazing BMP Accreditation.
To achieve Grazing BMP Accreditation, an external industry
auditor will evaluate Walm-ley against the best practice
standards of Grazing BMP. If successful, the Walmsleys
will be recognised as Grazing BMP Accredited Producers.
Accreditation means that a grazing enterprise’s performance
has been independently endorsed and meets industry best
practice benchmarks. Accreditation is valid for three years
and graziers must undergo another audit at the end of the
term to retain accreditation.

One-on-one help
To help the Walmsleys prepare for the audit, Lyndal Rolfe,
an FBA grazing land management officer conducted a
one-on-one property visit, which is supported by FBA
through funding from the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Programme – Sustainable Grazing.
“One-on-one property visits are designed to support
landholders implement specific actions they identified in
Grazing BMP modules,” Lyndal said.
“Before each property visit we obtain several maps, such
as land type and ground cover maps, which are accessible
online. When conducting the property visit, these maps
are a valuable tool for identifying and discussing areas of
concern.”
FBA grazing land management officers can help graziers
map their property’s paddocks and infrastructure. They
can also help set up monitoring sites and assess land
condition, identify pasture species and prioritise Grazing
BMP Action Plans.
Improving monitoring systems
During her visit to Walm-ley, Lyndal helped the Walmsleys
shift their monitoring system from a paper-based system
to the Stocktake Plus app. Sue is particularly happy with
the improvement. “Going from a paper-based monitoring
system to the Stocktake Plus app will make it faster to do
our monitoring every year,” she said. “Once we have it
all set up, the Stocktake Plus app is also able to generate
reports that will be very useful, such as the property’s stock
carrying capacity and forage budgets.”
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Lyndal helped Sue review the evidence required for the
Grazing BMP Accreditation Audit, as well as develop
workplace health and safety documentation for Walm-ley.
Sue said she learnt a lot during the one-on-one visit. “To have
the support on-property is great. Access to the knowledge
and support in this format has been very beneficial to our
property,” she said.
Get involved
Sue’s advice to other graziers considering a one-on-one
property visit from an FBA grazing land management
officer is simple. “Get involved and take advantage of what
is available,” she said. “Grazing BMP made me aware of how
good record keeping is vital to the business in the present
but also for future management, and is a great support tool
for good decision making.

Continual improvement
Being involved in Grazing BMP means the Walmsleys
are proactive about keeping abreast of changes and
improvements in the grazing industry. “As a land owner, we
have a duty of care to ensure that the land and animals are
looked after correctly for the future and longevity of the
business and resources that we have,” she said.
“There is so much information out there, it can be quite
overwhelming when it comes to implementing it onproperty. This support from FBA and DCCA has been
very helpful to actually get our learnings on-ground and
motivated to continue improving our business.”

“Post-Grazing BMP, the tools and support provided by FBA
has been invaluable in helping us achieve best practice in
the other areas that we were not proficient.” Sue said that
learning from her peers with the support of facilitators while
going through the self-assessment process was particularly
beneficial.

“To have the support onproperty is great. Access to
the knowledge and support
in this format has been very
beneficial to our property,”

Sue Walmsley uses the Stocktake Plus app to conduct on-ground
monitoring, generate forage budgets and determine stock carrying
capacity. A personalised property visit from an FBA grazing land
management officer was instrumental in shifting Walm-ley from a
slower, paper-based monitoring system.
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