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Figure 37: Wetlands of High Ecological Significance designated under the Temporary State Planning Policy 1/11: Protecting Wetlands of High 
Ecological Significance in Great Barrier Reef Catchments, under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 
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Appendix 6 Summary of participant expectations and feedback on catchment workshops 
Workshop Expectations Feedback on workshop 
Fitzroy Attendee expectations were not captured at 

this workshop 
The DERM/FBA partnership should continue seeking local knowledge 
Demonstrating benefits of good land management practice using practical examples would aid in landholder participation. 
(this was adopted in remaining workshops) 
List of parks and reserves as handouts would be useful. (Map and table/list was made available in remaining workshops) 
Mining tenure layers on the GIS would have been helpful (this was made available for remaining workshops) 
GIS tool was informative and useful 
Participants appreciated the opportunity to provide input yet were worried about how the information may be used outside 
of that outlined on the day 
The workshop was well organised, handouts were useful and the facilitator of the workshop sessions was good with his 
ability to bring discussions back into focus 

Lower 
Nogoa 

To understand the links between the WRP 
and EVs and WQOs 

The technology was excellent and useful but the GIS could be made clearer in a higher resolution (higher resolution 
imagery was made available for remaining workshops) 

To know the current water quality in 
comparison to the Water Quality Objectives 

Groundwater bore licences, cropping and irrigation layers would have provided more detail on the maps (this was made 
available for remaining workshops)  

To find out more information on 
groundwater 

It was felt that landholder representation was lacking and that engagement could be improved by providing monetary 
incentives for landholders to attend or scheduling the workshops during the weekend (The raising of prior awareness was 
comprehensive. Landholder turnout was comparable to prior planning workshops hosted/run by FBA)) 

Influences on downstream waters from 
upstream activities 

The utilisation of existing information in relation to EVs could improve. Landcare has information relating to waterhole 
locations and other landscape features.  

To understand the jargon surrounding the 
levels of protection 

Participants wanted to learn more about the current status of water quality in the catchment. (The Fitzroy Partnership for 
River Health is an initiative aimed at addressing this issue. DERM make government information available through: 
www.fitzroyriver.qld.gov.au) 
Attendees found that the context of the process and the definitions of terms used throughout the presentations could have 
been clearer and the impacts of scheduling needed to be better defined. (Presentations were refined including impacts of 
scheduling) 
Some potential HEV areas may not have been identified due to concerns about the impact of potential future regulation 
Participants wanted information on ‘hot spots’ and areas that needed prioritisation for improvement 

Upper 
Nogoa and 
Comet 

Attendee expectations were not captured at 
this workshop 

Some found introductory presentations repetitive and information heavy with the ones that contained data a bit confusing 

A separate session to allow people to raise water quality issues would have been beneficial. (adopted at subsequent 
workshops) 
Some attendees thought it may have been more hands on and educational and suggested that it should have been promoted 
as a consultation and not a workshop 
The size of the catchment was seen as a limitation to the consultation process and overall greater involvement of 
stakeholders would have improved the day 
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Workshop Expectations Feedback on workshop 
Participants found the workshop a great opportunity to get updated on issues and management within the catchment 
It provided an opportunity for feedback and a discussion forum to discuss water quality and gain insight into government 
plans for management in the future. 
The consultation was viewed as professional and the layout of the room provided for the diverse range of participants to 
communicate effectively 

Upper 
Dawson 
(Taroom) 

Attendee expectations were not captured at 
this workshop 

Attendees felt that more detail could have been given prior to the day 
Attendees felt it was important to know people’s expectations at the beginning of the workshop process. (This was 
subsequently adopted at following workshops) 
Participants felt that more breaks and increased interaction would aid concentration and interest (Energisers were 
subsequently adopted at following workshops) 
Attendees felt there was not a strong representation of stakeholders from the Upper Dawson at this particular workshop; 
this was primarily due to flooding. (All interested parties were sent an email with a link to workshop results and given 
opportunity to comment after workshops were completed) 
There were some concerns about how HEVs, lowland versus highland areas and Water Quality Guidelines may be applied 
and regulated 
Stakeholders would have appreciated representation of the younger generation at the workshop 
Attendees suggested presenting information at the agricultural college and also advising participants to extend the 
invitation to their families 
Participants enjoyed the workshop overall and felt the process was educational and the presentations and the GIS mapping 
assisted in their understanding 
Attendees appreciated being able to contribute their expert knowledge to help answer questions and concerns 

Upper 
Dawson 
(Injune) 

To provide local input, expert knowledge 
and guidance to the process 

Participants felt that more attendees and stakeholders should have been present 

To provide DERM and FBA with a better 
understanding of the area 

Invitations to representatives from State Parks and Forestry would have assisted with the HEV information (rangers were 
subsequently invited to contribute and have inputted local knowledge on park/estate areas after the community 
workshops)) 

To learn what the Dawson Catchment 
Coordinating Association does 

Some participants did not access the workshop materials prior to the day and wanted the opportunity to familiarise 
themselves first. (access was available to all materials prior to workshops through the FBA website)  

To gain information about the local area Other participants felt there was too much detail relating to the science of the process and that it could have been 
simplified. 

To provide input on waterways that is 
different to downstream 

A comment was made with regard to integrated Natural Resource Management. It was suggested that examples of good 
land management and water quality management should have been promoted throughout the workshop 

To meet the working group and report back 
to SANTOS. 

 It was pointed out that vegetation management uses the term ‘natural’ and this needs to be more clearly defined. 
Participants suggest that regular field days and extension with community needs to be increased as does the awareness 
raising of the urban population, young managers and environmentalists 
Participants appreciated that their opinions were listened to, acknowledged and considered important 
Attendees enjoyed the opportunity to share information about their land and also found the GIS mapping tool helpful 

Isaacs/ 
Connors 

To gain information and understand the 
process 

Participants felt they would have liked more information prior to the workshop to prepare  

Understanding on the process forward The importance of all waterways and the uniformity across all the water sources needed to be shown 
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Workshop Expectations Feedback on workshop 
To improve planning and actions to improve 
WQ and quantity for the Isaacs 

Maps displaying monitoring sites would have been useful 

To talk about water use Representatives from the Isaac catchment were lacking at the workshop 
To understand impacts of process on the 
grazing industry 

Some participants found the HEV workshop session (inviting stakeholder comment on each area) repetitive and would 
have preferred to identify exceptions (The consultation process was intended to provide opportunity to input an all areas 
containing potential high value waters.) 

To protect the River Improvement to the HEV classifications would incorporate scientific evidence, for example local knowledge rather than 
science was used to determine the significance of waterholes by attendees. (QPWS input on estate/reserves was obtained 
after community workshops and results are provided in Appendix5 to this report.  The opportunity exists to further refine 
HEV/SD waterways as further technical [eg water quality, condition] information becomes available)  

To express concern about the changes in 
water quality 

A landholder could present an introduction to the catchment and land management. 

To observe and understand how EVs link to 
interests 

Information on current water quality parameters for the Isaac-Connors was requested  

To find out how the process will affect and 
protect us 

Attendees felt they gained knowledge and understanding of the catchment and the process 

To find out if Environmental Assessments 
will be updated from WQOs 

The complete coverage of the catchment including the groundwater sites was good 

To find out what the management actions 
are to achieve WQOs 

It was appreciated that DERM water resources planning representative was present to answer questions relating to the 
Water Resources Plan and the varied representatives from different sectors provided good insight into the EVs. 

To express concerns of differing sensitivity 
of aquatic ecosystems and the setting of 
WQOs 

The presentations were delivered well, and the GIS mapping tool was useful. The catering and hospitality provided by the 
local community was excellent. 

Mackenzie To seek input on what the process is about It was suggested that the High Ecological Values could be approached differently. Participants found it repetitive and 
tedious and suggested that exceptions to HEVs should be sought and rangers of the National Parks should be consulted for 
information. Some participants felt this part of the process lacked scientific evidence. (QPWS input on estate/reserves was 
obtained after community workshops and results are provided in Appendix 5 to this report.  The opportunity exists to 
further refine HEV/SD waterways as further technical [e.g. water quality, condition] information becomes available) 

Networking and funding opportunity Some people wanted the opportunity to see and comment on the WQ guidelines 
To understand long term effects of uses in 
relation to stock watering 

The workshop presentations were too jargon heavy and the figures given in the presentation with regards to WQ guidelines 
were difficult to understand. 

To observe and understand the link of the 
Water Resources Plan to the Water Quality 
guidelines 

The workshop was lacking landholder representation and participants felt that more notification should have been given. 
(Two months notification was provided) 

To keep up to date on the catchment It was appreciated that there was a good representation from the mining industry which provided networking opportunities 
and a knowledge resource 

To gain better understanding of how mines 
can manage water quality 

The presentation from BMA coal was seen as a good way to gain trust from the landholders and to hear a different 
perspective 

To listen to the expectations of landholders 
and their concerns 

There was a diversity of stakeholders that participated which provided excellent feedback and input into the process and 
allowed for group communication 
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Workshop Expectations Feedback on workshop 
To provide aid in the process by providing 
expert knowledge on catchment 
management 

The GIS, workshop materials and the presentations were excellent and aided in understanding the process 

To understand how the process will 
influence industry and ways to improve 
outcomes and to assist 
To understand and contribute to the 
establishment of EVs 
To share expert knowledge 
To raise concerns about health of cattle in 
relation to mine discharges 
To listen and learn about the process 

Callide To gain information regarding the 
management of the Dee River and Mt 
Morgan mine 

Attendees felt that the Primary Industry sector was lacking in representation especially amongst the property owners 
specific to the HEV areas 

To learn how the process relates to irrigators Attendees thought it would be useful for Park Rangers to be involved to gain more information. (QPWS input on 
estate/reserves was obtained after community workshops and results are provided in Appendix 5 to this report.  The 
opportunity exists to further refine HEV/SD waterways as further technical [e.g. water quality, condition] information 
becomes available) 

To gain general information Attendees enjoyed the workshop and it was a good opportunity for networking 
Networking opportunity and to have a better 
understanding of the catchment 

Most attendees felt the process was well explained, although a little jargon heavy, and found the GIS mapping tool helpful 

To learn about Environmental Values, the 
wider process and its outcomes 

The honesty and transparency of the process was appreciated 

To understand the broader picture of rural 
land use in relation to water quality 

The process allowed stakeholders to gain a sense of ownership by being able to provide input and guidance 

Lower 
Dawson 
 

NRM representatives wanted to hear values 
and expectations of landholders 

The consultation could have been improved by making the workshop shorter 

To gain further information on management 
of water quality and related issues such as 
coal seam gas and coal mining activities, 
Government management and tenure of 
State Forest Reserves (applications of 
thickening and thinning to improve timber, 
sediment in local creeks and reducing run-
off and groundwater sourced from precipice 
sandstone 

A shed meeting which is more social was suggested as a preferred option 

To find out how rural diffuse pollution from 
Coal Seam Gas and Nathan Dam will be 

 Some attendees felt the content was repetitious and overly detailed 
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Workshop Expectations Feedback on workshop 
managed 

To find out how the de-siltation of 
waterholes is being managed 

Providing more of the detail about the process prior to the workshop was advised 

To see what FBA has planned for the future Attendance was lacking in numbers at this workshop and it was suggested that mail outs could be used in the future to 
reach a wider spectrum of stakeholders 

To see how sediment from the hill country is 
being managed 

Although the Fitzroy Partnership was not intended for discussions some attendees showed interest and wished to discuss it 
further 

To be part of the legislative process.  This is 
seen as an avenue for fair confrontation with 
the Government if developments are 
approved which impact water quality 

The day was fun and informative with high quality catering  

To be a part of a process; this gives a set of 
standards to aim for 

Attendees thought the consultation gave them an opportunity to voice their opinions and to have these views documented. 

Opportunity to gain knowledge, learn and be 
part of a workshop process which is a new 
experience 

Tools such as the EVs table and the GIS were user friendly as was the workshop process itself 

The process allowed stakeholders to gain a sense of ownership by being able to provide input and guidance 
Traditional 
Owners 

 It was noted that timelines for the process were too short to enable the gathering of knowledge required for decision 
making 
Attendees felt it would be beneficial to get on country to determine the results for the EVs and to enable engagement of 
non-locals into the process 
 It was also suggested that this information needs to be reviewed periodically 
Attendees appreciated the opportunity to be involved 
The forum provided an arena for them to speak comfortably and saw it as a beneficial opportunity to communicate with 
other TO groups and discuss country 

 
 
 


