Natural resource news and views from across the Fitzroy Basin
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Broadsound in Central Queensland could be one of the first
regions in Australia to be affected by rising sea levels caused
by global warming.

A new report released by the Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA) says
the impact of climate change on sea levels could affect large areas of
grazing land in the Broadsound region.

Alistair Melzer from the Centre for Environmental Management at
Central Queensland University (CQU), Roger Jaensch of Wetlands
International, and Don Cook from the Environmental Protection Agency
prepared the report commissioned by FBA.

CQU’s Alistair Melzer said sea level rises, wave erosion and storm surges
over the next 20 to 50 years could force a rethink of the viability of
grazing on marine plains.

“If predicted sea level rises occur, at least 80,000 ha of land could go out
of production, including around 55,000 ha currently used for grazing,” Mr
Melzer said.

Mr Melzer said sea levels on Queensland’s east coast rose about 76mm
from 1961 to 2003.

He said global mean sea level was predicted to rise from 180 to 590mm
by the end of this century, with a further increase of 100 to 200mm if
Arctic and Antarctic ice caps melt faster than expected- and recent data
indicates they will.

“Those landholders who have already invested in sea wall infrastructure
may have some grace, but those who have not may be disadvantaged,” he
said.

“The landward migration of the sea will also result in a re-organisation of
coastal ecosystems, with the potential loss of areas of high biodiversity
value especially coastal freshwater wetlands.

“The greatest areas affected will be freehold and leasehold land
predominantly used for grazing, but also national parks, public land and
infrastructure.”

Despite the potential impact of sea level rises, the report says Broadsound
will probably cope well with other results of climate change, such as
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increased variability in temperature and rainfall, and fire risk.

Biodiversity Coordinator for the Fitzroy Basin Association Inc. (FBA),
Graham Lightbody, said the ‘Landscape Condition in the Broadsound
Basin’ report was funded to help guide investment in natural resource
management.

The study area included the catchments of several smaller creeks south of
Clairview to the coastline east of Stanage Bay.

“Managing for climate change was just one area covered in the report,
which also looks at natural assets, land use, ground cover, connectivity of
native vegetation, erosion, weeds, and wetlands,” Mr Lightbody said.

“As the leading natural resource management group in Central
Queensland, FBA needs to know what challenges we face so we can work
more effectively with land managers in the area.

“The report highlights the region’s rich natural assets, including wetlands
of national and international significance, but it also shows that there is
more work to be done to reduce environmental impacts on those assets.

“It gives us a much clearer picture of the state of natural resources in
Broadsound, and suggests areas for improvement that FBA and other
agencies could fund,” he said.
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General News

How does forestry fit into grazing?

Historically, forests were cleared to make room for grazing, but new
research is investigating if it might be more economical to combine the
two.

The project, being led by the CSIRO, will look at the economic potential
of silvopastoralism -the integration of trees, pasture and livestock into one
system- on grazing lands in Central Queensland.

Project leader Mr Mick Stephens, from the Livestock Industries Division
of the CSIRO, says the study would involve modelling at the farm level
and geographic information system analysis.

“Any commercial appraisal needs to take into account the dynamics
between tree and pasture growth, land capability to support economical
yields and the relative costs and prices for livestock and forest products,”
Mr Stephens said.

“Emerging market opportunities such as woody bio-fuels, carbon
sequestration and carbon trading also need to be taken into account.”

The 12 month project is due to be completed in December 20009.

New funding for natural resource groups

Regional natural resource management groups, like the Fitzroy Basin
Association (FBA) in Central Queensland, will vie for pieces of a new
funding pie under the Rudd Labor Government.

Current major funding programs, the Natural Heritage Trust and National
Landcare Program, will be replaced by Caring for Our Country.

The new program will provide $2.25 billion over five years from 1 July
2008 to June 2013 for environmental and sustainable land management
works across Australia.

Other options needed before ban on bags

The Queensland Government has backed a complete phase-out and ban
of non-biodegradable plastic bags.

But Queensland Premier Anna Bligh said urgent work needed to be done
to find an environmentally friendly alternative that would satisfy demand.

“There are biodegradable and re-usable alternatives available, but not in
sufficient numbers for there to be an immediate ban on conventional oil-
based bags,” Premier Bligh said.

Queensland’s support for a ban came during a recent meeting of Federal,
State and Territory Environment Ministers, at which it was decided not to
impose a national levy on plastic bags.

Speak out

What Is the biggest issue facing
farming that will affect it’s future
viability?

The environment. Over-stocking with too
many cattle. You should be able to run the
same amount of cattle but look after the
land.

Ashley Hinz
‘Bonley’, Dalma

Government legislation ruling
unreasonably what we can and can’t do. |
fear that banning Gamba grass is just the
tip of the iceberg.

Catriona Pearce (with Henry)
‘Bannockburn’, Morinish

Legislation, and finding the balance in
managing your whole place; grass, trees
and cattle.

Nick Collins
Manager ‘Ungarra’, Moura

Legislation - stopping you from clearing
trees and doing what you want to do in
waterways. | don’t think anyone wants to
clear all thier trees, they’re crazy if they do.

Lex Lawrie
‘Moora Plains’, Morinish

NEW OPPORTUNITIES IDENTIFIED BY BROADSOUND REPORT
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A workshop was recently held in Marlborough to get feedback from
stakeholders, including landholders and representatives of government
agencies, and share ideas for acting on the report’s investment
recommendations.

Mr Lightbody said ideas discussed at the workshop included financial
incentives to help

markets and partnerships, and collaborations to improve resilience for the
future,” he said.

“FBA, together with the sub regional group Fitzroy River and Coastal
Catchments Inc. (FRCC), look forward to working with the community
to further explore ideas raised at the workshop.”

The full version of the ‘Landscape Condition in the Broadsound Basin’

landholders improve
land management,
investigating carbon
offsetting associated
with the recovery
of regrowth
vegetation, and
encouraging
tourism based on
the region’s natural
and historical
attractions.

“The workshop
helped identify

a way forward,
which could include
restoration work,
exploring new

Full of ideas: At the recent workshop to discuss the report were (L-R) Rob McAr-
thur of “‘Mystery Park’ St Lawrence and FRCC committee member, Neville Conrad
of ‘Monopoly’ at Ogmore, and Jack Lynch of ‘The Hut at St Lawrence.

report is available from the FBA website at
www.fba.org.au, under the “What’s New’ or
‘Publications’ sections.

A group of almost 30 people joined the workshop.






