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15 January, 2008
Paul swaps corporate world for region’s relaxed lifestyle
Paul Birch is looking for a work life balance in the Rockhampton region after a major health scare helped him realise what’s really important in life.

Mr Birch, 47, spent last year living and working in Vanuatu after a heart attack caused him to reassess his life, and recently moved to the Capricornia region to take up the role of Business Manager at the Fitzroy Basin Association (FBA).

“The heart attack changed my perspective and gave me a desire to be involved in community based activities, which led to my work in Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu,” Mr Birch said.

“I established a Microfinance office for the Vanuatu Women’s Development Scheme (VANWODS) to empower local women through financial assistance and education on how to successfully operate a private business.

“Working in a foreign country with many different languages, cultures and extreme poverty was a real eye opener for me - it showed me how lucky most Australians really are and how often we focus on the wrong things, like money.” 

Mr Birch had an impressive career in the corporate world before moving to Vanuatu that included helping establish the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, setting up the financial framework for the Australian Securities Commission (now known as ASIC), starting a private medical company, and managing a family-owned golf course.

He said his decision to join the FBA was based on achieving a work life balance, working in a community based organisation, and his love of venturing into new fields.

“I was looking for a new challenge back in Australia and was fascinated by the type of issues FBA got involved in and their link with the local community.

“My wife and I are looking for the happy medium. We have lived in the hustle and bustle of capital cities and also the relaxed island environment.

“Hopefully the Capricornia region will provide the best of both worlds, combined with lovely people and picturesque geography.”

Mr Birch said while he was new to natural resource management, he hoped to use his extensive management experience to continue to tighten and streamline administrative procedures at FBA.

“I am hoping to be educated in a completely new area of expertise while at the same time using my experience to help educate other staff members,” he said.

“Working is all about enjoyment and wanting to go to work everyday and I think working at FBA will provide me with a great workplace and a lovely area to live.”

For further information or interviews contact: Jody McDonald, Media and Communications Co-ordinator, 4999 2816, 0429 992 808, jody.mcdonald@fba.org.au.
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