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Environment Minister 
Peter Garrett will be 
in Cairns next month 
to hear directly from 
regional groups and 
landholders involved in 
Reef Rescue.

The Inaugural Reef 
Rescue Showcase, to 
be held in Cairns on 8 
& 9 June, aims to bring 

people together to look at the initiative’s 
successes and its future. 

The two days will consist of guest 
speakers and presentations of landholder 
projects. The showcase will include a 
field trip visiting local properties which are 

implementing initiatives funded through Reef 
Rescue.    

Reef Rescue is a $200 million five-year 
initiative, which is funded by the Australian 
Governmen’s Caring for Our Country 
Program. Reef Rescue aims to improve the 
quality of water flowing into the Great Barrier 
Reef Lagoon. 

The Inaugural Reef Rescue Showcase is a 
joint initiative of Queensland Regional NRM 
Groups Collective (RGC) and Queensland 
Farmers Federation.

Registration for the Reef Rescue Showcase is 
free and registrations close on Wednesday 2 
June.

For more information visit the RGC website at 
www.rgc.org.au. 

Garrett To Attend Reef Event in June

CQ Landholders
share their success
Three local landholders will share the stories of 
their successful on-ground projects at a Reef 
Rescue Showcase event in Cairns next month.
Tim and Lynette Olive from Apis Creek near 
Marlborough received funding through FBA 
and the Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments 
(FRCC) sub-region to install fencing to sepa-
rate land types to reduce selective grazing by 
cattle, as well as improve ground cover. FBA 
recently visited the Olive’s to capture their story 
on video - which will be shown at the showcase 
event.
Grain growers are also making changes for the 
better under Reef Rescue through the Grains 
BMP program supported by FBA, AgForce and 
DEEDI.
Local growers Ben Lawrie and Victor Hartin, 
both funded to improve their machinery and 
farm layouts, will travel to Cairns to tell their 
stories in person. 
See the story below for more information on the 
event and how to register.

ABOVE: 
FRCC’s 
John 
Rodgers 
with Tim, 
Alex and 
Lynette 
Olive.

RIGHT: 
Grains BMP 
participant 
Ben Lawrie.
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Getting back to grass
roots at pasture day

Leo Neill-Ballantine (pictured above)
represented the host Neill-Ballantine family to 
MC the Boyne Calliope Sub Region Pasture 
Field Day in April.

More than 50 landholders attended the day 
at the Neill-Ballantine beef cattle property 
‘Galloway Plains’.

Leo said, “We hosted the field day to learn and 
help gauge whether what we are doing is right.”

“It might sometimes go against the grain, but I 
think it’s important to learn from experience as 
well as new ideas. Field days like this give us a 
chance to learn from seeing and then doing.” 

Owen and Paulette Lindley of CRT in Calliope 
(pictured with BCSR’s Vicki Dart) supported the 
day, by cooking the BBQ and manning a stall 
showcasing produce and equipment from the 
store.

Good land management is not just good for 
production and the environment – it can also 
save you on your taxes, according to Mike 
Bent from Source Fitzroy Ltd.

“Many landholders are currently overlooking 
the opportunity for incentives to improve their 
property within the tax system,” Mr Bent said.

Mr Bent said that, through Source Fitzroy, 
local land managers could now access a 
registered farm consultant authorised to 
approve land management plans for taxation 
purposes.

“Land type fencing is 100% deductible in the 
year of expenditure, but landholders need 
an approved land management plan to take 
advantage of these benefits,” he said.

“As a registered farm consultant approved by 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, I can now provide this service to 
landholders within the Fitzroy region.

“For more information landholders can 
contact Source Fitzroy on 49992804, or 
e-mail michael.bent@fba.org.au. It is also 
worth talking to your accountant before 
proceeding with a plan.”

Source Fitzroy is a new commercial 
environmental consultancy affiliated with 
Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA), 
the region’s leading natural resource 
management group.

Mr Bent said the costs associated with a 
land management plan varied depending 
on whether an existing property plan was in 
place.

“We work closely with FBA, and we can offer 
the greatest cost-effectiveness to landholders 
that already have a property action plan 
associated with an FBA project that includes 
land type fencing,” he said.

“In other cases, the price to develop a plan 
varies from $1500-$2500 depending on the 
amount of ground work required to develop 
the plan.”

Tax System Supports 
Good Land Management
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Study looks at value of restoring run-down land
A report from central Queensland is 
helping fill a huge gap in knowledge about 
the cost-effectiveness of regenerating 
grazing land in poor condition.

Fitzroy Basin Association Inc (FBA) 
invested in modelling to evaluate the costs 
and benefits of improving land condition 
on grazing properties across two different 
land types. 

FBA believes it is the first study looking at 
the economic and environmental trade-offs 
of restoring run-down land undertaken by 
a regional natural resource management 
group in Queensland.

“We know landholders are running 
businesses and need to base land 
management decisions on costs and 
potential returns, so it’s vital that we can justify 
land regeneration from both an environmental 
and financial perspective,” CEO Suzie 
Christensen said.

Ms Christensen said Peter Donaghy and 
Megan Star from DEEDI’s Queensland Primary 
Industries and Fisheries (QPIF) undertook the 
modelling. They analysed the regeneration of 
brigalow blackbutt and narrow-leaved ironbark 
land types based on the ABCD land condition 
framework.

“The modelling tells us that it will almost 
always be financially rewarding for graziers to 
regenerate brigalow blackbutt in poor condition, 
but it is more difficult for landholders to recover 
their investment in bringing narrow-leaved 
ironbark land back from poor condition,” Mr 
Donaghy said.

A fact sheet detailing the results is available in 
the ‘Publications’ section on the FBA website at 
www.fba.org.au or by phoning 49992800.
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FBA CEO Suzie Christensen with the report’s authors 
Megan Star and Peter Donaghy from DEEDI.

Ship Grounding Cause for Concern
The grounding of the Shen Neng 1 in 
Douglas Shoal earlier this year has raised 
concerns about the management and 
monitoring of the Great Barrier Reef lagoon.

FBA CEO Suzie Christensen said the 
accident was a wake up call.

“We need to ensure that the risks associated 
with the massive expansion in shipping 
traffic from coal and gas industries are 
managed very carefully,” she said.

“We’d also like to see a greater emphasis 
on integrated long-term monitoring of reef 
health, to ensure the long-term impact of this 
incident can be understood.”

Local group the Capricorn Conservation 
Council is asking people to support a petition 
calling for:

“compulsory pilotage, safe and monitored 
passage away from environmentally 
significant areas, full cost recovery for 
accidents and a strategic risk management 
review for Central Queensland as a result 
of the increase in shipping due to increased 
fossil fuel exports.”

This petition is available as an E-Petition at 
www.parliament.qld.gov.au.- with the title 
‘Coal export risk to marine parks and coastal 
zones - strategic risk assessment under the 
EPBC Act 1999’. 
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A chance for new 
leaders to emerge
A four-day workshop will be offered to a group 
of community-minded individuals in central 
Queensland to help foster leadership.

Fitzroy Basin Association Inc. (FBA) is running 
the Emerging Leaders workshops for the 
second year in a row to enable up to 20 people 
to develop strategic and practical leadership 
skills.

The workshop is designed to boost the 
knowledge and confidence of people that are 
new to leadership roles, or people seeking to 
enter leadership positions.

The workshop is held in two parts - two days in 
Rockhampton in July, and two days in Emerald 
in August - and costs $250 inclusive of meals 
and accommodation.

Experienced facilitator Mark Creyton from 
Volunteering Queensland delivers the 
workshop, which covers topics including 
communication skills, assertiveness, working 
with groups, meeting skills and networking.

To download an Expression of Interest form 
visit www.fba.org.au, or phone Pam Jeffery on 
49992824, or email pam.jeffery@fba.org.au. 

National event for plant conservation
The Australian Network for Plant 
Conservation Inc (ANPC) will be holding their 
8th Annual Conference in Perth between 
Tuesday 28 September - Friday 1 October 
2010. 

The conference is for practitioners, 
researchers, governments, community 
groups, non-government organisations and 
anyone else interested in plant conservation. 
The ANPC aims to provide updates on 
the latest, most relevant information, and 
opportunities to link up with other people 
working to conserve our native flora. 

The Conference will include one-day field 
trips and a three-day field trip after the 
conference, which will give the chance to 

be guided by experts through one of the 
world’s richest and most diverse floras in the 
international biodiversity hotspot of South-
West Australia.

The themes of the Conference include 
conservation planning, seeds and genes for 
restoration, engaging with industry, the role 
of taxonomy, soil health and restoration, and 
planning for climate change. 

Early bird registrations are open until 28 July 
2010. 

Further information can be found on the 
ANPC website:

www.anpc.asn.au/conferences/2010/ or 
contact the ANPC office 02 6250 9509..

Youths and Landcare
Landcare Queensland is coordinating a 
campaign across Queensland’s regional urban 
centres aimed at boosting youth involvement in 
landcare. The campaign will focus primarily on 
university students and involve advertising in 
student publications, at campuses and through  
events such as music festivals. 

Students will be encouraged to register to 
participate in a range of landcare activities 
taking place during Landcare Week, 6 – 12 
September 2010.

Landcare and other Community Groups are 
invited to register to run an event during 
Landcare Week. A resource kit and one-on-one 
support is available to assist with coordinating 
a strong community activity and modest funding 
may also be available depending on location 
and type of event. 

Chloe Tanner, Manager Landcare Queensland 
said “we want to showcase the diversity of 
landcare activity across the state. This is a 
great opportunity for Landcare Groups to raise 
their profile with a young audience.”

The campaign is supported by the Australian 
Government’s Caring for Our Country Program. 
For more information, or to register, contact 
sam@wombatcreative.com.au.
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Get your gloves on cause we’re off to Cocoanut 
National Park for a day of WEEDS!  That’s 
right, tips, tricks and I.D on all things regarding 
weeds will be discussed on Saturday, 29 May 
2010 by local experts who have done the hard 
yards to find out what works and what doesn’t.   
Activities start at 8:30am and will finish around 
11:30am with a BBQ lunch.  Meeting place will 
be on Svendsen Road - follow the signs.  For 
more information please contact Pam Malyszek 
on (07) 4923 7543. 

Plant and Soil Nutrient Balancing Workshops 
will be held at Emerald on the 3 and 4 of June 
2010 and Pittsworth (near Toowoomba) on 
the 31 May and 1 June 2010. Run by Grazing 
BestPrac. Please contact Chantelle or Noela 
on (07) 49 383919 for more information and to 
book. 

Reducing our Carbon Footprint with Film 
Project will be launched on Sunday 6 June 
2010 at the Fig Tree Markets in Emu Park. 
This project is a joint initiative of the Keppel 
Coast Arts Council and Emu Park Community 
Bushcare. For more info contact Murray Bullock 
on 0438 169 232.

EcoFest - Gladstone - Toondoon Botanic 
Gardens - Sunday 6 June. For more info visit 
www.gladstonerc.qld.gov.au.

AgForward are running info sessions for 
leasehold landholders to gain understanding of 
the lease renewal process at these locations:-

Collinsville – Tuesday, 22 June

Belyando Crossing – Wednesday, 23 June

Alpha – Thursday, 24 June

Thargomindah – Tuesday, 13 July

Windorah – Thursday, 15 July

Yaraka – Friday, 16 July

Camooweal – Tuesday, 3 August

Gregory Downs – Wednesday, 4 August

Cloncurry – Thursday, 5 August

Chillagoe area – Tuesday, 7 September

Coen area – Friday, 10 September

For more info phone 07 3238 6049

The AGM of the Injune and District Parthenium 
Action Group will be held on June 22 at 5pm 
in the dining room of the Injune Hotel. You will 
hear about the latest  parthenium competition 
grass trials conducted by the University of 
Queensland. For more info contact Puddy 
Chandler on 0429160004.

Resource Consulting Services (RCS) 
International Conference will be held on 20, 
21 and 22 July at Royal on the Park, Alice 
Street, Brisbane. For more information please 
contact by Phone:1800 356 004 or by Email: 
conference@rcs.au.com.

what’s happening around the region

For the second time, FBA is making a small 
pool of funds available for new and cutting-
edge ideas to improve the sustainability of 
local farming practices.

The FBA Innovation Fund provides grants 
to help people trial or develop promising but 
untested ways of improving natural resource 
management activities within the CQ 
community.

The previous round of grants funded 
activities relating to CTF technology, new 
approaches to cropping, biological farming 
and the use of webinar technology.

FBA originally started the fund as a way to 
foster projects that fall outside its incentive 
programs.

For a complete information pack, interested 
people should contact Pam Jeffery on 
49992824, or email pam.jeffery@fba.org.au.

Got an Innovative Idea?




