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We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas with family and friends

and that the New Year brings wonderful things to you all -
including some much needed rain!

First Edition of Newsletter

We have received some great feedback
regarding the first edition of this
newsletter. We hope you continue to
find it informative.

Farewell

Last month we said goodbye to
Andrew Schweitzer. Andrew has been
with us for nearly 12 months and has
built up a great relationship with
landholders. Andrew and his partner
Lauri have moved to Tamworth NSW.
They are expecting their first child in
early June and we wish them all the
best for the birth and the new job.
Thanks Andrew for your contribution
to FBA, it was much appreciated.

Catchment Officer

2 % &
Water Quality Officer

This month we welcome Rachel Bryan
to our Calliope team, as the Water
Quality Officer. We will have more
information on Rachel and her position
once she has arrived.

It’s not a Four Letter Word!

It has 12 letters but the way people
shudder when they hear the word it
might well be that well-known four-letter
word not used in polite company.

The word is biodiversity and besides
having enough letters to fill half an
alphabet it has the ability to cause sane
people to launch into a tirade about
‘bloody greenies’ or look for a place to
focus their rapidly glazing eyes. A rare
few will nod enthusiastically and talk
about how important it is.

But what is so horrifying about this word?
A word which succinctly recognises that
across central Queensland there are
more than 600 animal species and over
3 200 plant species rubbing along with
us, our activities and our industries with
varying degrees of success.

In the Boyne Calliope urban and
industrial development as well as
agricultural land use puts greatest
pressure on biodiversity.

Which leads us to another word that may
well be considered a profanity -
conservation! But as most landholders
know, conservation is something they
practice  everyday. More  simply,
conservation is about protecting and
using wisely our natural resources.

Continued...
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Why? Any retiree can tell you that if you don’t have
enough capital to live off the interest, you start
eating into your capital and eventually there’'s
nothing left in the bank. It's the same for natural
capital. Not conserving the environment eats into
the earth’s natural capital. We have to learn to live
off the interest off our natural capital, not the capital
itself.

To achieve a healthy amount of financial capital
most people use a financial advisor.

To conserve biodiversity you can use Vanessa
Woods, the Biodiversity Field Officer based in FBA’s
Calliope office.

She is working to increase the amount of private
land managed for conservation in the Boyne
Calliope and can offer technical support and
resources to support landholders to do this.

Its all about recognising that managing land to
improve biodiversity is an important public service
and that the cost of this shouldn’t be shouldered by
individual landholders — and finding out that words
like biodiversity are much more than a four letter
word.

Call Vanessa on 4975 6093 to learn more about
FBA'’s Biodiversity Incentive Scheme.

This article “It's not a Four Letter Word” appeared in the February 2007
edition of the Calliope Shire Crier. Thanks to Joanne Rodney, FBA
Media & Communications Officer, for writing this piece.

Stocktake Workshop

Thursday 29" March 2007
Calliope Library Gallery
( )
&
° + )
o )

/011 $2 %(."
/341 $2 %(."

. (-

Don’t miss this!
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The Department of Primary Industries and
Fisheries will be hosting a 3 day GLM Workshop
for interested landholders.

When & Where

4" to 7" June 2007, Calliope Library Gallery
Evening of the 4™ will be a BBQ and introductions,
following by a 3 day workshop

Attending this workshop will assist you to:

e Assess the condition of your paddocks and
improve carrying capacity
e Understand the relationship between
pasture, water, soils, woodlands,
biodiversity, fire and weeds
o Work out how suitable pasture
improvement may benefit your property
e Determine the financial impact of grazing
management options

Costs

$300 for the 1% person & $100 for the 2" person
from the same property/business for the 3 days.
The original cost of $522.50 & $275 has been
subsidised on your behalf by BCSR.

For those attending the workshop an AO size map
(approx. 1m x 1m) will be provided free of charge
of your property. Morning tea, lunch and
afternoon tea will be supplied. More information
will be provided closer to the time, however, if you
would like more details please do not hesitate to
contact Sally for an information pack. A maximum
of 12 places are available.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why don’t you fund contour banks, dams,
bores, pumps, boundary fences, PMAY,
LWMP?

Contour Banks — FBA considers it a better
expenditure of public money to fund planning of
farming layouts than to fund earthworks.
Earthworks can be used as an in-kind or
matching contribution for projects.

Dams — FBA funds dams where they are
functioning as an off-stream watering point
instead of a tank and trough and where it is part
of a riparian, biodiversity or salinity management
project. Elsewhere they are considered part of
normal property development.

Bores- Bores are considered to be normal
property development and are therefore the
landholders responsibility.

Pumps — These items are considered to have
resale value and are therefore the landholders
responsibilities.

Boundary fences — Boundary fences are a legal
responsibility of land ownership. Public funding
is not available to subsidise the costs of statutory
requirements of land ownership.

PMAV & LWMP — FBA has invested in satellite
imagery which can be used for all property
mapping requirements including for regulatory
purposes. However, the cost of preparing an
application to NRW (formerly Department Natural
Resources, Mines & Water) is the landholders
responsibility.

How much funding can | apply for?

FBA has developed guidelines for funding
different activities, these guidelines include caps
on some activities. Funding beyond these caps
must be justified on the basis of achieving high
natural resource management outcomes. Field
Officers will assist landholders to develop
projects within these guidelines. Sub-regional
assessment panels determine funding allocations
for individual projects.

If I apply for one category of funding does
this exclude me from applying for another
category of funding?

No, because multiple activities may be required
to achieve whole of property natural resource
management outcomes. In relation to other
funding sources (such as Envirofund and drought
funding) landholders would not receive funding
for the same activities twice.

CALLIOPE SHIRE DROUGHT
DECLARED

The Acting Minister for Primary Industries and
Fisheries, the Honourable Judy Spence, MP
has drought declared Calliope Shire under state
processes, effective 10 January 2007.

Primary producers are now eligible to apply for
assistance through the Drought Relief
Assistance Scheme (DRAS). DRAS provides
freight subsidies on the transport of fodder and
water in times of drought, and restocking and
returning from agistment in the recovery
period. More information and other drought
assistance measures can be obtained through
www.dpi.qgld.gov.au (click on drought and follow
the prompts) or by phoning the DPI&F Business
Information Centre on 13 25 23.

CQ landholders should plan ahead for
Envirofund success, FBA

$50,000 for on ground projects that conserve
biodiversity and promote sustainability at a local
scale is available to landholders, Landcare
groups and other natural resource groups and
businesses through the Australian Government
Envirofund Round 9.

For the first time Round 9 applicants in
Exceptional Circumstances drought declared
areas are also able to apply for weed and feral
animal control on private land as the primary
activity where there is a clear natural resource
management benefit.

A reduced matching contribution will be
considered from applicants in Exceptional
Circumstances declared areas and projects that
propose to undertake coastal and marine
activities.

Central Queensland’s regional natural resource
management group, the Fitzroy Basin
Association (FBA) has a network of five sub
regional groups that applicants should seek
letters of support from.
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“Projects for which technical advice has been
sought and which take into account the regional
plan, the Central Queensland Strategy for
Sustainability are favourably considered by
Envirofund” said FBA’s Regional Facilitator Jill
Lyons.

“‘However the level of support these groups can
provide is limited by how much time they have to
advise on the project and often there are
requests for letters of support at the last minute.”

Projects that are discussed and possibly
inspected by sub-regional Field Officers earlier
than two weeks prior to the closing date will
receive a stronger letter of support.

Late requests for letters of support may not
receive a letter depending on other work
commitments of sub-regional groups.

With applications closing on April 27 Ms Lyons
advice is to get in early.

Envirofund has invested $2,219,724 into
successful CQ natural resource management
projects since its first round in 2002.

These projects have included riparian fencing
and off stream stock watering points as well as
erosion control of gullies and beach dunes
through fencing and native vegetation planting.

For more information on Envirofund Round 9 and
contact details for your Sub-regional Group,
contact Jill Lyons, Fitzroy Basin Association on
07 49 992820. Envirofund Round 9 Guidelines
and application forms can be obtained from the
website www.nht.gov.au/envirofund/ _ or by
google searching “Envirofund”.

If you are interested in applying for Envirofund
Round 9 we can assist with your application
including providing a letter of support. Please
call us if you are interested.

BCSR Library

We have a variety of books and journals available
for loan, at no charge. Topics include Land
Use/Management, Weeds, Soil, Trees, Salinity,
Pests, Native Plants, Erosion & Climate just to
name a few. Please contact Sally if you would like
to borrow something or view our list of current
stock.

FBA 2005-2006 Annual Report

If you are interested in receiving a copy of the FBA
Report please contact Sally.
website

2005-2006  Annual
Alternatively you can find it
www.fba.org.au

on our

HAPPY EASTER

We would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a very Happy Easter. Take care
on the roads and we will talk again through
our next newsletter in June.

If you have any questions or simply
want to know how the FBA can assist
you, please do not hesitate to
telephone, fax or email us. If there is a
particular topic or area of interest you
would like to see in the newsletter
please contact Sally.

Fitzroy Basin Association
Boyne Calliope Sub Region
PO Box 80
Calliope Qld 4680
Phone 07 49756555
Fax 07 49756265

Vanessa’s Mobile 0429 992 828

vanessa.wood@fba.org.au
sally.groundwater@fba.org.au
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