
 
IN 2012 

 
Here is a hint of what is 
coming up in the BCSR  
region next year.  All to 
be confirmed. 
 
Febς {ŎǊǳōōŀƎŜ ²ΩǎƘƻǇ  
Nagoorin 
 
Aprilς {ŎǊǳōōŀƎŜ ²ΩǎƘƻǇ  
Yarwun 
 
MayτSmall Landholders 
Expo 
 
Mayς {ŎǊǳōōŀƎŜ ²ΩǎƘƻǇ 
Tannum Sands 
 
JulyτJane Myers, Managing 
Horses on small properties 
 
SeptτSemi Evergreen  
±ƛƴŜ ¢ƘƛŎƪŜǘ  ²ΩǎƘƻǇ 
 
DecτSemi Evergreen  
±ƛƴŜ ¢ƘƛŎƪŜǘ ²ΩǎƘƻǇ 

 
 
 

SCRUB  - DRY RAINFOREST                                                 DECEMBER 2011 
 
At my desk on the pin up wall I have a lone QLD bottle tree that looks 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ Iƛƭƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎƪȅŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƻƭŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ 
extensive dry rainforest scrub on the soils where small crops fed the 
growing population of Brisbane.  Likewise, scrub country in Central Qld 
particularly in the Brigalow Belt was also cleared to grow food for ex-
panding  
communities in Mt Larcom, Mt Morgan and to the west of Rockhamp-
ton. 
As an indication of scrub soils productivity, the Bracewell district was  
developed for sugarcane grown at 90-110 tons per acre & railed to   
Bundaberg for crushing. 
A Cheese factory (1942-1954) was supplied by 220 dairies and peanuts 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфолΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслΩǎ ϧ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ м ǘƻƴ ǇŜǊ 
acre but record  crops of 3 tons per acre were recorded. 
{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ƎǊŀƛƴ ǎƻǊƎƘǳƳ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǘƻ мфулΩǎ о ǘƻƴ ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜ 
was the record, although average crops were 1 ton per acre. 
A good deal of corn, cotton, wheat, barley & oats were also grown.  I am 
not aware of rice being grown, but it was considered that the soil in the 
ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀ ŎǊƻǇ ȅƻǳ άƧǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǿŀǘŜǊέΦ 
{Peter Brady;  pers.comm;  2011}          Ŏƻƴǘ ǇƎ нΧΦΦ                                                                                            

The Staff & Steering Committee of the Boyne Calliope Sub Region of the 
Fitzroy Basin Assoc. would like to wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

The BCSR office will close on the 22nd December and reopen on  
9th January  2012 



(...cont) 
While agricultural development of these good quality soils was inevitable, the loss of this particular ecosystem 
has been widespread.  This has led to the Federal Government protecting this endangered ecosystem under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act.  These scrubs collectively known as dry rainforest and more  
ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ άǎŜƳƛ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ ǾƛƴŜ ǘƘƛŎƪŜǘǎέ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ  
Vegetation Management Act 2001. 
 
The guidelines for managing these ecosystems do not allow forestry activities, as in other regional ecosystems. 
The law acknowledges the closed canopy is also a protection measure for the scrub, so any thinning allows light 

and weed invasion reducing the chances 
of survival of these areas of bush. 
 
While  commercial take from remnants 
is not allowed, carefully managed areas 
can supply some interesting and essen-
ǘƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
past and present, hoop pines were culti-
vated from these scrubs to produce a 
much  valued  timber plantation as is 
found on the Kalpowar Range at the 
head of the Boyne.   
 

Carefully managed seed collection can mean that the suitability of these as street trees and fire retardant land-
scape plants can cool and protect our  urban and rural residential areas. 
 
These recently acted as inspiration for local artists to interpret this natural and cultural heritage asset. 
! ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά{ŎǊǳōōŀƎŜέ was held at the Mt Larcom Museum & Gallery as well as a property visit to a 
ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ŀǘ Iǳǘ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎŎǊǳō ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ά!Ǌǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ 
with Margaret Worthington was held back at the gallery.  This workshop proved very popular and enjoyed by all 
who attended highlighting an opportunity for similar workshops next year. 
 
Other opportunities to learn from the adaption of these plants to their environment can lead to Biomimicry  
opportunities, that is to learn from biological processes that may be replicated in human built technology for  
benefits.  Some possibilities may lie in investigating on why scrub species are so drought tolerant and why nor-
mal herbicide applications used to manage other forest types have no or little effect on dry rainforest species. 
Definitely the toughness of this vegetation led to common names for trees such as gap axe and bastard scrub in 
the days when pioneers worked hard to clear for timber and agricultural production.  Timbers which are a part 
of older architecture such as hoop pine and crows ash made floorboards for homes and dance floors and the 
dense canopy made cool refuges for beef and dairy cattle to escape the heat and conserve energy whilst chew-
ing their cuds. 
 
¢ƘŜ CƛǘȊǊƻȅ .ŀǎƛƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ Caring for our Country program 
to assist landholders on a volunteer basis, care for these small and fragmented remnants of vegetation to ensure 
future generations can access and learn from the unique plants and animals that call scrub home.  Animals such 
as the Brigalow Scaly Foot (a type of lizard) and the Black Breasted Button Quail are also endangered under the 
EPBC Act are sometimes found in the thickets. 

 



Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardens are now taking submissions  
for the 2012 Art exhibitions.    

 
To learn more, please send all enquiries & submissions to: 
 
Merilyn Haigh 

Visitior Services Officer 

Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardens 
Phone 4971 4443 or Emailτ merilynh@gladstonerc.qld.gov.au  
 

http://www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/web/guest/tondoon-botanic 
 

Friends of the Gardens 
 
Tondoon Botanic Gardens is looking for volunteers who would like to help out with school visits, school holi-
day activities and guided walks. Please call Merilyn Haigh, Visitor Services Co-ordinator on (07) 4971 4444 for 
further information. Adequate training is provided. 

Artwork by Margaret Worthington 

SOCIETY FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTSτGLADSTONE 
The Society is a non-professional organisation and is open to all per-
sons interested in the study, growing & preservation of Australian 
plants. 
To contact Secretary call Ruth Crosson (07) 4972 1447 
Emailτsgap-gladstone@hotmail.com   
Website:http://sgap-gladstone.blogspot.com  

Kim PriceτConservation Volunteering Legend 

http://www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/web/guest/tondoon-botanic


Boyne Calliope Sub-Committeeτnews in brief 
 
With the Boyne Calliope Sub  Regional Committee celebrating the end of the calendar year, here is a few  
ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΥ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳō-Committee: 
 
 1.  Workshopped feedback and made a submission on the review of the Australian Governments  
 ά/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅέ program. 
 2.  Workshopped a catchment assets identification process and listed their values, impacting processes 
 and potential actions. 
 3.  Advocated a catchment approach to water quality to the FBA  Inc. Board to facilitate a whole of 
 Boyne & Calliope water quality monitoring to identify the source of contaminates in the Boyne & 
 Calliope Rivers and the Gladstone Harbour in partnership with the Port Curtis Integrated Monitoring 
 Program [and compliment existing activities by PCIMP].  This information to then direct on ground 
 water quality projects such as Reef Rescue water quality grants. 
 4.  A nomination for coastal representation on our committee was accepted from the Local Marine 
 Advisory Committee (LMAC) and the Sub-/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǊǊƻƭƭ ά.ƭǳŜέ 
 Thompson, current president of LMAC, as new and welcomed member of the Boyne Calliope 
 Sub-Committee. 
 5.  The President and Executive Officer of Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments (FRCC) presented and 
 shared ideas on sub regional management of the Fitzroy River in partnership with the Fitzroy Basin 
 Association. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (DERM) 
The Minister for Environment is preparing a new draft management plan for Wild Cattle Island National Park 
and adjoining State waters managed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service. 
 
For information or to obtain a guide on how to make a submission, visit the Department of Environment and 
Resource Management (DERM) website <www.derm.qld.gov.au> or phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68). 
The closing date for submissions is Monday 30 January 2012. 
 
Submissions can be made online at <www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au>, emailed to <parkplans@derm.qld.gov.au> 
or posted to: 
The Manager, Planning Services Unit 
Conservation, Strategy and Planning 
Department of Environment and Resource Management 
Level 4, 400 George Street 
GPO Box 2454, BRISBANE  QLD  4001 


